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For Immediate Release 

Writing the Walls 2019 
Saturday, May 11, 2:00 - 6:00 p.m. 

 
Merle Molofsky reading at Poets’ Walk 2018 

 
Hudson Valley MOCA, in partnership with Studio Theater in Exile, will present 
Writing the Walls 2019, an afternoon of poetry readings, workshops, and 
conversations celebrating the interplay of visual art and the written word. The event 
takes place on Saturday, May 11 from 2-6 p.m., and will feature the 13th annual 
Writing the Walls Poets’ Walk. A selection of poems and theatrical presentations 
that interpret pieces from the exhibition Death is Irrelevant will premiere.  
 
From April to July 2019, selected compositions are displayed beside the artwork they 
were inspired by. This display recognizes the enduring mark local writers make on 
the artistic community. 
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13 years ago, Writing the Walls emerged as the brainchild of Studio Theater in Exile 
Artistic Director Mara Mills and Hudson Valley MOCA co-founder Livia Straus. 
Combining a history of producing and directing live theater with the ingenuity of a 
devoted art supporter, Mills and Straus collaborated to bring original work into the 
gallery space. 
 
“Hudson Valley MOCA has always been a place where risk and creativity produce 
amazing results,” says Mills. “The cutting-edge, international artwork in Death is 
Irrelevant compelled local writers to produce work that will inspire, entertain, and 
stimulate conversation.” 
 
Since Writing the Walls began, the program has successfully used visual arts as a 
conduit for literary inspiration. With a full schedule of events and workshops, the 
program engages a diverse community of creatives and audiences. 
 
The Saturday, May 11, 2019 schedule for Writing the Walls is as follows:  
 
2:00 - 2:15—Introductory reading with Donna Barkman 

2:15 - 3:15—Conversation and Q&A with Death is Irrelevant artist Rona Pondick 
and Hudson Valley MOCA co-founder Livia Straus, examining the status of 
women in art, from the excitement of the 80’s to the art world today 

3:15 - 3:45—Lecture with poet Nicholas Powers illustrating the integration of art and 
poetry 

3:45 - 4:45—13th Annual Writing the Walls Poets’ Walk 

4:45 - 5:00—Reception and refreshments 

5:00 - 6:00—Slam poetry workshop with Nicholas Powers 

### 
 
Hudson Valley MOCA, located in Peekskill, NY, is a 501(c)(3) non-profit arts and 
education center dedicated to the enrichment of communities in the Hudson Valley 
and Peekskill, New York, through contemporary art exhibitions, arts education 
programs, artist residencies and lectures, and the Peekskill Project, our bi-annual 
international art festival.  

Public Information: Hudson Valley MOCA, 1701 Main Street, PO Box 209, Peekskill, NY 10566, (914) 
788-0100, hudsonvalleymoca.org. Hours: Wednesday through Friday, 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.; Saturday & 
Sunday, 12:00-6:00 p.m. Museum Admission: $10 adults; $5 Peekskill residents, seniors, students, 
children over 8; free for members and children 8 and under.  

 


